


City of Altamonte Springs Frequently Asked Questions
Rev. December 11, 2000 Commercial Landscape Requirements and Maintenance

What are the Minimum Plant Standards?

1. Quality. All plant materials shall equal or exceed Florida No. 1 Quality, as given in
Grades and Standards for Nursery Plants, Part 1, 1963, and Part Ill, State of Florida
Department of Agriculture, Tallahassee, and amendments thereto.

2. Trees. Trees shall be species of an average mature spread or crown fifteen (15) feet
or greater and trunk(s) which can be maintained in a clean condition with over seven
(7) feet of clear wood. Trees that have a mature crown spread less than fifteen feet
may be substituted by grouping them so as to create the minimum fifteen-foot overall
crown spread. Trees shall have a caliper of two (2) inches or greater immediately
upon planting. A minimum of fifty percent (50%) of all required new trees shall have
a caliper of three (3) inches or greater.

a) “Two (2) inch caliper” trees shall meet all of the following minimum
specifications: Eight (8) feet in height; two (2) inch caliper; three (3) feet of
clear trunk; and five (5) foot canopy spread.

b) “Three (3) inch caliper” trees shall meet all of the following minimum
specifications: Twelve (12) feet in height; three (3) inch caliper; four (4) feet of
clear trunk; and seven (7) foot canopy spread.

Canopy trees such as Live Oaks, Laurel Oaks, Magnolia, and Florida Elm should be
used to meet the majority of the tree requirements, and are required in perimeter
buffers unless there is an overhead powerline or other conflict.

Accent trees such as Ligustrum Trees, Southern Wax Myrtle, Wax-leaf Privet, or
Weeping Bottlebrush must be clustered in groups of two or more and must meet the
minimum specifications of a two-inch caliper tree. Accent trees are appropriate to
use next to buildings, as understory plantings, and underneath powerlines.

3. Palms. Palms (except date palms) used to meet the minimum landscape
requirements shall be clustered in groupings of three (3), and may not exceed
twenty-five percent (25%) of the total tree requirements. A cluster of three palms can
count as one two-inch tree. Palms shall have a minimum caliper of six (6) inches and
minimum clear trunk height of twelve (12) feet at the time of planting. The twelve
(12) foot clear trunk minimum height requirement applies regardless of species.
Palms may not be used to meet perimeter buffer landscaping requirements.
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4.

Shrubs and Hedges. Shrubs shall planted a maximum of eighteen (18) inches on
center, be a minimum of two (2) feet in height immediately upon planting, and reach
an average height of thirty (30) inches within one (1) year after planting. Hedges shall
of nondeciduous species and planted and maintained so as to provide seventy-five
percent (75%) opacity within one (1) year after planting.

Vines. Vines shall be a minimum of twelve (12) inches in height immediately upon
planting.

Ground Cover. All non-pavement areas shall be landscaped with grass, groundcover,
or other landscape treatment. Ground covers used in lieu of grass shall be planted in
such a manner as to present a finished appearance and reasonably complete
coverage within three (3) months after planting.

Is Irrigation Required?

1.

Yes. All landscaped areas shall be provided with an underground automatic irrigation
system. lrrigation systems (including lawn sprinkler systems) shall be installed in
accordance with the City of Altamonte Springs “Manual of Cross Connection
Control” available from the Public Works Department (407.871.8340).

Canopy trees with calipers of four (4) inches or greater shall be irrigated by
supplemental watering for six (6) months after initial planting. The supplemental
watering system shall consist of a bubbler/spray, and shall be included on the
irrigation design.

What About Watering Restrictions?

1.

Due to dry conditions, the City may occasionally enact watering restrictions. When
restrictions are in effect, they will be advertised in The Orlando Sentinel, on the City’s
Web site (www.altamonte.org), and on the Seminole County Government TV
channel. You can also find out about watering restrictions by calling Public Works at
407.571.8340. When watering is restricted, new landscape planting will be affected.
You may either be given a deferral on the planting when you enter into a
Landscaping Deferral Agreement, or a watering exception which requires an
exception application. It is best to discuss your particular situation with City staff to
identify which option would apply to you. Contact Growth Management at
407.571.8150, x8142 to discuss which option is best for your situation.
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Is it My Responsibility to Maintain the Parkway (the Area Between the Sidewalk and
Street)?

1. Yes. Where landscaping areas adjoin grassed rights-of-way, such areas shall be
considered part of the landscaped area for purposes of maintenance. By Code, the
property owner shall have an implied easement on rights-of-way extending from the
site to the road pavement in order to complete the required maintenance.

What are the General Requirements for Tree Removal, Trimming, and Substantial
Alteration?

1. Arbor Permits. An arbor permit is required from Building/Life Safety in order to cut
down, substantially alter, destroy, remove or move, or effectively destroy through
damaging of any living trees situated on property within the City. The permitting
requirement applies to the removal of any tree equal to or greater than two (2)
caliper inches. Arbor permits are also required to remove any palm tree specified by
a landscape plan after 1997. The Land Development Code has tree replacement
requirements to mitigate for the removal of trees, and tree removal may require that
replacement trees be planted. In many instances, a landscape plan revision will need
to be filed with Growth Management in order to show the size and location of the
replacement trees.

2. Heritage Trees. Trees equal to or greater than thirty (30) caliper inches are called
“Heritage Trees,” and may not be removed unless and until a waiver is obtained from
Growth Management in addition to the arbor permit requirements.

3 Trimming and Pruning. An arbor permit must be obtained from Building/Life Safety
prior to removal of twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the natural crown of a tree.
Pruning of branches of trees at a level at least three (3) feet above the ground and
limbs less than four (4) inches in diameter will not be considered an “alteration” for
which a permit will be required. Proper pruning practices as stated in the National
Arborist Association’s (NAA) “Pruning Standards for Shade Trees” shall be followed.
“Topping” or “hatracking” is prohibited. All canopy trees are to be maintained in
their natural state with minor pruning to avoid conflicts with overhead wires, and
shall be allowed to naturally grown to the largest size possible, and to meet the
average crown spread requirements of Land Development Code Table 8.3.
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4.

lllegal or Unauthorized Removal or Trimming. Removing or substantially trimming
trees without a permit is a Code violation which may result in fines and additional
replacement requirements.

What are “Replacement Requirements”?

e

In order to preserve tree coverage in Altamonte Springs, the Code requires that trees
that are removed be replaced according to a formula. Normally, the replacement is

not a full replacement, but it does ensure that new trees are planted when old trees

are removed. Standard tree replacement requirements are listed in Table 8.4 in the
Code.

TABLE 8.4. STANDARD TREE REPLACEMENT
Diameter of Number of Replacement Minimum Caliper
Existing Tree Trees Required for Each (In Inches)
(In Inches) Tree Removed
2 through 3 1 replaced for 1 removed 2
3 through 12 2 replaced for 1 removed 2
13 through 20 3 replaced for 1 removed 3
21 through 29 5 replaced for 1 removed 4
30 or greater 6 replaced for 1 removed 6
(Heritage Trees)

When tree removal or substantial trimming is a Code violation or is performed
without a permit, the replacement requirements are increased substantially.

In many instances, a landscape plan revision will need to be filed with Growth
Management in order to show the size and location of the replacement trees. The
landscape plan will be used for the City inspector to verify that the replacement trees
have been planted.

There are instances when replacement is not required, such as when removing a
“prohibited” tree. However, an arbor permit is still required for removal.
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5.

When replacement trees are planted, there may be a requirement for a specific
species, type of tree, or size of tree. Such requirements cannot be changed without
prior authorization of the City.

What are the Intersection Visibility Requirements When Planting Landscaping?

1.

When an accessway intersects a public right-of-way, landscaping shall be used to
define the intersection; provided, however, that all landscaping within the triangular
areas described below shall provide unobstructed cross-visibility at a level between
two (2) and six (6) feet. Trees having limbs and foliage trimmed in such a manner
that no limbs or foliage extend to inhibit visibility shall be allowed, provided they are
located so as not to create a traffic hazard. Landscaping, except grass cover, shall not
be located closer than three (3) feet from the edge of any accessway pavement. The
triangular areas are:

(@) The areas of property on both sides of an accessway formed by the
intersection of each side of the accessway and the public right-of-way
pavement line with two (2) sides of each triangle being ten (10) feet in length
from the point of intersection and the third side being a line connecting the
ends of the other two (2) sides.

(b)  The area of property located at a corner formed by the intersection of two (2)
or more public streets with two (2) sides of the triangular area being measured
thirty (30) feet in length along the abutting edges of pavement, from their
point of intersection, and the third being a line connecting the ends of the
other two (2) lines.

What Other General Requirements Should | Be Aware Of?

1.

All landscape plants, materials, and installations shall comply with all requirements of
the Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations, Land Development Code Article VI,
unless specifically requested by the applicant and waived by the City.

2. Any field deviation from the City-approved landscape plans requires prior City
approval of a landscape plan revision by the Development Review Committee unless
waived by the City Development Manager.

3. Where other provisions of the Land Development Code conflict with the minimum
landscaping requirements, the most restrictive requirement shall govern.
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- Before the City issues a project certificate of occupancy and/or completion, the
project landscape architect is required to provide the Growth Management
Department with a sealed letter stating that the landscaping has been installed in
conformance with the requirements of the approved landscape plan and the
installation requirements of the Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations.

5 Any tree loss in violation of the Landscape and Tree Protection Regulations and/or
any failure to maintain or protect trees in accordance with said regulations shall be
deemed to be a violation of the Land Development Code.

6. No attachments and wires other then those of a protective and nondamaging nature
shall be attached to any tree. Banners and temporary signs are not allowed to be

placed on landscaping,

Where Can | Obtain the Landscape Code?

i The landscaping regulations are located in Altamonte Springs Land Development
Code Article VIII, Landscaping and Tree Protection. This Article is available for
review or purchase ($10.00) at the Growth Management Department. It is also
available for review at the Altamonte Springs City Library and on-line at Municipal
Code Corporation’s Web site (www.municode.com).

Who Can | Call for Additional Information?

General Commercial Landscaping Questions

Growth Management Department 407.571.8150, x8142
Site Plan Review

Growth Management (Marty Boble): 407.571.8142, x8142
Permitting

Building/Life Safety Services: 407.571.8435

Site Inspections (for new projects)
Engineering Inspector (Melanie Auville): 407.571.8334

Commercial Code Compliance
Code Compliance Officer (John Jordan) 407.571.8148
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Residential Code Compliance
Code Compliance Officer (John Fitzpatrick) 407.571.8149

This handout was developed to answer frequently asked questions, but it does not cover
every situation. The landscape requirements are complex and varied. You are encouraged
to refer to the Land Development Code and to consult Growth Management staff for
additional information.
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NOTE:

BARRIER MUST BE ERECTED
PRIOR TO CONSTRUCTION
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WHY A BARRIER?

1. TO PROTECT ALL ABOVE GROUND PORTIONS

2. TO PROTECT SOIL NEAR TREE FROM
COMPACTION

3. PROVIDES PHYSICAL AND MENTAL AWARE-—

NESS OF TREES' PRESENCE TO EQUIPMENT
OPERATORS

WHY IT WORKS

1. NO HEAVY EQUIPMENT ALLOWED INSIDE
BARRIER, ONLY HAND LABOR

2. NO CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OR TEMPORARY
SOIL DEPOSITS ALLOWED INSIDE THIS AREA

BY OBSERVING THESE TWO SIMPLE PRINCIPLES,
A TREES’ CHANCE FOR SURVIVAL IS GREATLY
ENHANCED

SPECIFICATIONS FOR WOOD BARRIER

3'MIN.

1. MINIMUM RADIUS TO BE PROTECTED IS
ENTIRE DRIP LINE

2. MINIMUM 3’ IN HEIGHT

3. UPRIGHTS— THE EQUIVALENT OF 2"x4”
LUMBER ON 6" MINIMUM CENTERS

4. HORIZONTAL- THE EQUIVALENT OF TWO
COURSES OF 1/2” ROPING WITH YELLOW
PLASTIC TAPE FLAGGING

S. BARRIERS TO BE ERECTED AROUND TREES
TO REMAIN BEFORE CONSTRUCTION OR
NEARBY TREES ARE REMOVED

6. BARRIERS TO REMAIN IN PLACE UNTIL
ALL PAVING, CONSTRUCTION AND HEAVY
EQUIPMENT IS OUT OF AREA

- MI013-0

J DATE:  08/09/95
i
|




